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It is an honor and a privilege to take part in this official opening of the Asian and Pacific Centre for 

Agricultural Engineering and Machinery (APCAEM) in Beijing. This high profile opening 

ceremony attests to the great importance that the Government of China attaches to this Regional 

Centre, which is under the United Nations ESCAP umbrella. The establishment of this regional 

centre at Beijing assumes special significance because APCAEM is the first regional institute of 

UNESCAP launched in the twenty-first century and in the new Millenium. 

 

      The official opening of APCAEM at Beijing today marks an auspicious beginning for the 

Centre to face up the great challenges posed in meeting the United Nations Millenium Development 

Goals, a landmark objective which was agreed to by the heads of all 189 Member States of the 

United Nations in September 2000, including China and Finland. 

 

      I am especially grateful to the Government of China for hosting APCAEM and for its 

generous contribution towards the institutional and operational costs of this Regional Centre over a 

period of five years. I am also grateful for the Government of Finland for consideration of providing 

financial support for the Director post of APCAEM. These financial and human resources will 

undoubtedly strengthen the institutional foundation of the new Centre. It is hoped and anticipated 

that the upgrading of the Regional Network to a Regional Centre will expand membership and 

availability of resources to ensure the Centre's sustainability in the years to come. I am very much 

hopeful that APCAEM will be developed into a centre of excellence and model for the other 

subsidiary bodies of UNESCAP. 

 

      In closing, I wish to express my profound gratitude to the Government of China, the Chinese 

Academy of Engineering, in particular, for hosting the regional headquarters in Beijing and the 

generous support and cooperation provided throughout the negotiation process, based on good faith, 

mutual trust and respect. I would also like to convey my best wishes for the future of APCAEM and 

successful delivery of its work program in bringing tangible and positive benefits to member 

countries, especially towards the reduction of poverty in this region. 

 

       


